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Don't let it ruin your investment

en | was a boy, my big brother used to tease me, trying to scare me with stories about a
monster under the house. We laugh about it now, but it turns out there may actually be a
monster under there, just not the one | imagined. The real monster doesn’t have fangs and claws,

and it isn't after the people in the housg, it’s after your houseitsdlf . . .

Bill Hughes, owner of Clean Crawl Space, of Napalnc., describes
themonster inoneword: Moisture. Moisturefromrain, moisturefrom
humidity, moisture seeping from the ground itsel f; moisturethat rots
the wood even in new houses, causing mold problems, structural
problems, insect problemsand costs homeownersthousands of dollars
inrepairsand higher health and utility bills.

Bill Hughes, a Naparesident since 1965, has been in and around
constructional hislife. In 1991 he earned his contractor’ slicenseand
started his own construction company.

At first he specialized in cabinetry, remodeling kitchens and
bathrooms. Over time, however, hefound himself dealing with more
and more“water intrusion” issues.

During ajob at alarge community of condominiums Bill and his
crew discovered ahuge amount of moisture damage under thefloors
of many of the units, though the buildingswerenot very old.

“We started researching different ideasto fix thoseissues,” said
Bill. “ Therewasmold, rot and damage everywhere. It wasall related
to the moisture coming from the ground.”

Their first approach wasto put alayer of visqueen plastic onthe
groundtoact asavapor barrier. They theninstalled high-volume power
ventilation systemsto keep theair moving.

Andthat’ sthetraditional approach to thismostly-ignored
problem: Keep theair moving and ventilate. That’s
why all houseshavethoseventsat intervalsnear the
ground; theideaisthat the ventswill help theflow
of air and keep moisture from building up. The
problemisthat it doesn’ t work becauseit only goes
after the symptoms.

One day Bill was shown a new system by a
friend. Rather than avapor barrier, thiswasatotal
“encapsulation system,” one that
compl etely sealed everything under the
house, covering theground, the concrete

foundationwall, even those ventswejust mentioned.

“It seemed like abizarre approach,” said Bill. “Everybody always
thinkstheanswer istoincreasetheventilation. Thiswasthe opposite
of everythingwe' vealwaysbeentaught.”

Bill and his son Nicholas, 21, who hasworked with hisfather for
four and ahalf years, supervising, organizingjob flow, and handling
marketing, flew to Connecticut to visit the company that designed the
system and became certified inits use and installation. Bill became
such abeliever inthe system that he formed anew company, Clean
Crawl Space of Napalnc., and has been hel ping homeownersfix their
crawlspacesever since.

“Rather than ventilate,” said Bill, “we completely seal it off witha
seven-layer polyethyleneliner. No moisture can penetratethe material .
It doesn’t give off any gassesand it lastsalifetime. Theventscan be

sealedtoo. There’ sno need for themanymore.”
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Theprocessissimple. First asystemsdesigner will go under your
houseto see how bad it is. While under there hewill take photos of
problem areasthat he can show you on hislaptop computer right there
inyour home. Thenthe crew will clean paper, wood, trash and debris
fromthecrawl space. They pump out any standing water and lay down
the liner which wraps up to two or three inches from the top of the
foundationwall. Every threefeet or soitisattachedwithnylonfasteners
and then seal ed along thetop with apolyurethane seal ant.

When Bill and hiscrew are done, that disgusting, dirty space under
your home, from one end to the other, is clean, sealed and dry. The

“This is the best preventative maintenance
that you can do to a house.” Bill Hughes

barrier stopsall moisturefrom entering fromtheground. Thisbarrier
also helpsto prevent against insects, spidersandisadeterrent against
termites.

Thereareother benefitsaswell. Nicholastells of onewoman who,
just four daysafter theinstallation of an encapsul ation system under
her home, reported that the ongoing musty odor had subsided and that
her breathing waslesslabored, aresult of the mold spoorsunder her
house being reduced. Other relieved customersreport asharp decline
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Above: Damage found in the crawlspace of
a home less than seven-years old.
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in spidersand insectsin their homes. Still others noticed that their
floorsarewarmer and their utility costshave dropped. All praisethe
Clean Crawl Space crew and their professionalism.

“Qur crew isconscientiousand polite,” said Bill. “They try to have
aslittleimpact on your home as possible while they work and they
leavethingsclean.”

It turnsout that moi sture damage under housesisextremely common.
Many of thehomesBill and hiscrew inspect havelargeareasof standing
water just sitting thererotting everything. They showed me photos of
wood support beamsunder ahomelessthan seven-years-old which
were completely rotted through, with mold covering them.

“Thisisthe best preventative maintenance that you can do to a
house,” said Bill. “1t’ sgoing to do moreto eliminate problems down
theroad than anything you can possibly do. Peopleresist the concept
at first. So did we. But after we sit down and show them photosfrom
under their house and educate them about the real issues, they
understand.

“Most peoplejust ook at thesymptoms,” headded. “Wehaveaways
worked at finding the underlying problem. Wefind out what' scausing
the symptomsand wefixit.”

Sincetheir inception, the Clean Crawl Space of Napa, Inc. crew has
donenearly one-hundred homesintheNapaValley. They have hundreds
of photosof their work. The“before” photosmay surpriseand horrify
you. It can get pretty ugly down there when moisture and mold have
taken hold. The*after” photosthough, all show aneat, clean and most
importantly, dry crawlspace, freefrom insectsand mold. Oh, here's
another benefit: It’ sso nice and clean and dry—all thetime—under
your houseafter having thisdonethat if you have enough height down
thereyou can actually useit for storage.

Bill will comeout and inspect your homeat no chargeto seeif you
haveaproblemaready. In addition, they have afree, full-color booklet
titled “ Craw! Space Science—What to havedone. . .and why,” that
will answer alot of your questions.

I sthere amoisture monster under your house? Do yourself and your
house afavor. GiveBill and Nicholas at Clean Crawl|Space of Napa,
Inc. acall andif it’ sunder there, they’ Il send him packing.

Clean Crawl Space of Napa islocated at 1605 Action
Avenue in Napa. Call 707-258-8838 for more
information or to schedule an inspection. Visit their
website at www.cleancrawl space.com.



